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G r a d u a t e s  2 0 2 1  

 

The Graduation on Saturday 20th November had 32 keen graduates 
beginning to play Bridge following the lessons conducted by Leslie 
Routledge. 

Grateful thanks to Mr Ian Goodenough for sponsoring the printing of the 
Handbooks written by Leslie and used by the Graduates during the 18-
week course.⚫ 

S u p e r  V e t  R u n n e r s - U p   

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Lorraine Rea  and 

Barbara Hendrie  for 

coming second in Super Vet 

Congress. 

With 392 MP between them 

they excelled in a field that 

boasted at a least 15 Grand 

Masters! 
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  R e p o r t  

F r o m  C o n n i e  C o l t r o n a  

We are now approaching the 
Festive Season and many 
festivities are planned at 
Undercroft Bridge Club (UBC) 
with the Xmas Lunch on Sunday 
12th December at MAAC Club in 
Sorrento. Jill Lyon and Margaret 
Greville who have worked 
tirelessly in the planning of this 
event. Many thanks to. This will 
be followed by smaller events at 
UBC at set dates to be advised. 

The October Congress was a 
great success and again thank 
you to ST IVES Carine for the 
Sponsorship of the Sunday 
Teams. The success of the 
Congress is always the 
volunteers and thanks go to 
Peter Stephenson for managing 
the MyABF website and Rupert 
Dodd for his work in retrieving 
the finances and prize monies. 

Grateful thanks to Nesha (office 
manager), Beata (printing 
booklets), Sharon (kitchen 
manager) and her helpers Bev 
King, Chris Martin, Liz Gray, Sara 
Potter, Sunny Phegan, Jill Lyon, 
Elaine Perry and Lillian 
Haagensen. Well done 

The Results of the UBC Red Point 
Events are listed later in the 
Newsletter. 

After more than 20 years of 
service Sheena is retiring from 
the Cleaner position at UBC. We 
extend our sincere gratitude and 
wish her a well deserved 
retirement and time to enjoy her 
beautiful dogs. 

On Saturday 20th November I 
welcomed 32 Graduates from 
the Beginner Lessons. Grateful 
thanks to Leslie Routledge and 
the assistants. Welcome and 
enjoy. 

The next Beginners’ Lessons 
commence on 22nd January 
2022. 

Continuing with Lessons, many 
thanks to Martin Broome for 
Part Two and to Peter McCann 
for the lessons on 2nd and 9th 
December.  

I take this opportunity to wish all 
members a Merry Xmas and a 
safe and Happy New Year.⚫ 
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V a l e  E l i z a b e t h  G r a c e  F e r n a n d e z  

B y  Y v o n n e  V e a  

 

26 Mar 1929 – 26 Nov 2021 

Elizabeth Fernandez was an 
upbeat, friendly and lovely 
person. She enjoyed her bridge 
and usually was early so she 
could go around and chat with 
other players. I have been 
playing bridge with her for about 
5 years and she had many 
friends at the Undercoft Bridge 
Club. She usually took chocolates 
and other treats to Monday night 
Bridge. 

She unexpectedly died on Friday 
26th November. She had a lovely 

day the day before going to the 
casino for dinner with her sons 
and friends to celebrate her son 
Redman’s birthday. 

Elizabeth was born in British 
India and was used to servants 
doing everything for her. She 
was educated by Catholic Nuns 
in her childhood and later went 
to Cambridge University in 
England. 

After returning to India she 
married and later came to 
Australia with her husband and 
3 sons. She was a Private 
Secretary, highly regarded, in 
several firms and brought up her 
sons by herself. 

She did have heart problems the 
last 3 years but still managed to 
get about. She stopped driving 
on 22nd because she did not 
want to take a driving test. She 
did drive herself locally to shops 
and to the Casino etc. but her son 
Richard drove her to other 
places she needed to go. 

She will be greatly missed.⚫ 
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O c t o b e r  C o n g r e s s  

F r o m  C o n n i e  C o l t r o n a  
 

The two- d a y  October 
Congress was a great success, 
many thanks to UBC members 
who assisted with the 
preparation and on the day, and 
to Director Dave Parham and 
assistant Director Gwen 
Kremer. 

The winners of the Swiss Pairs 

  

1st Trevor Fuller & Gerry Daly 

 

2nd Kimberly Zhao & Alan 
Harrop 

 

3rd Dianne Dwyer & Mavis 
Koay 

 

Best Undercroft:  
Brian Fensome & David Cowell 

 

Best Undercroft: (under 
300mp) - Alfred Leung & 
Christine Bacon 
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Best Undercroft: (under 
100mp) Peter Malan and 
Margaret Branch 

The Swiss Teams winners 

 

1st Alan Harrop, Kimberley 
Zhao, Nigel Dutton & Marie-
France Merven 

 

2nd Ron Cooper, Deanna 
Wilson, Renee Cooper & Simon 
Brayshaw 

 

3rd Marnie Leybourne, Trevor 
Fuller, Very Daly & Viv Wood 

 Best Undercroft: Stella Steer, 
Gwyneira Brahma, Jay Steer 
and Phil Bapty 

Runners up: David Cowell, 
Brian Fensome, Steven 
Rogoysky and Helen Smit 

 

Best Undercroft (under 
300mp): Dorothy Jones, 
Bernie Plath, Sharon Dyball 
(and David Saunders) ⚫
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M y  B r i d g e  J o u r n e y  

B y  D a v i d  S c h o k m a n  

BRIDGE. I can’t 
imagine what 
my life would 

have been without bridge so it 
must be a part of my DNA. As 
children, in the early 1950’s we 
had no television, so after our 
evening meal, the family would 
sit around and talk or play board, 
and card games, Canasta being 
our favourite. Bridge only came 
in to my life in 1957, when my 
mother taught me.  

I loved bridge so much that I 
would often say “I will never 
marry a non-bridge player, and 
never marry an old child”. Guess 
what I did – both of them. 

So as I got older rubber bridge it 
was for me, and we had a quartet 
who played in each other’s 
homes twice a week. To sharpen 
our money game two of us 
decided to play a session of 
duplicate. Unfortunately, our 
choice happened to be the Sri 
Lankan National Pairs 
Championships in 1971. When 
the final scores were put up on 
the board two outsiders had 
won, confounding the experts. 
You might well ask, just as they 

did, how could this have 
happened? The answer is quite 
simple. When you play Rubber 
Bridge for high stakes you bid 
your games, to win the rubber, 
and never give away large 
penalties as it costs money! From 
here we became part of a Sri 
Lankan team chosen to play in 
the Indian Championships in 
Nagpur. Here our Duplicate 
limitations were exposed and we 
came crashing down to earth. 
Because of wars being fought on 
two fronts in the country, we 
decided to apply to migrate to 
Australia. We were living the 
perfect and happy life but had 
two young daughters, and felt 
that we would be giving them a 
better chance in life living in a 
young and exciting country like 
Australia.  

Being accepted as a migrant is a 
privilege which I really 
appreciated, but money was a 
problem, as the rupee was worth 
nothing and any funds had to be 
transferred on the Black Market.  

After one week of searching, I 
took a job as a labourer at the 
Sunday Independent, and my 
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work was sweeping the 
premises and cleaning the 
printing machines at the end of 
the run. Within half an hour of 
starting work I was out on strike, 
when the Chapel leader came in 
and said, “Everybody Out”. Then 
Bridge saved my life. A lady, Jill 
Millhouse, visited the home 
where I was staying and was told 
that I played bridge. She asked 
me to play a club session at the 
WABC (Oct 1973) and we played 
reasonably well.  

Jill arranged an interview for me 
and that was where I met the late 
Hans Rosendorff, who gave me 
my first break here. 

 Hans often said “You write the 
column when I die” and my reply 
was “I know ‘nutting’, and only 
the good die young”. Sadly that 
was not to be and Hans had a 
stroke. So I took a shot at writing. 

In reality I suppose that many of 
the early columns were 
disasters. My analysis was often 
faulty and there was a group 
here who took great pleasure in 
writing to the newspaper, 
(whenever I stuffed up) telling 
them that I should be replaced. 
However, I learned as I went on 
and got help from people like 
Keith Mc Neill who was always 
such a source of encouragement. 

Then something changed when I 
won the second prize in the 
Epson World Wide content for 
all journalists. It was about a 
hand that Omar Sharif said could 
not be made (Maybe we should 
print it for Undercroft 
members). My partner was the 
late Milton Miller who taught me 
and many others so much about 
playing disciplined bridge. He 
called it Percentage Bridge and 
any expert will tell you that is 
winning bridge. All the 
Australian columnists wrote that 
my column should have won first 
prize, but I believe that the final 
decision was one of financial 
expediency. The winner, and 
partner were to be flown to Paris 
to meet Omar Sharif so it was 
much cheaper for the winners to 
drive over from Brussels! The 
most important thing was that 
Omar Sharif claimed that the 
contract, of 4H, could not be 
made, and it was made on good 
declarer play, and not poor 
defence. Trumps were not 
touched till trick eight. Needless 
to say I was delighted to be 
second and the best part was 
that the newspaper plugged the 
story and constant carping 
ceased! 

One of the most exciting periods 
of my bridge life was when I was 
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put in charge of the press room 
during the World Bridge Teams 
Championships in 1989.  My 
team of helpers were Rachel 
Krasenstein, Tony Menezes, 
Monty Mallin and my daughter, 
Elizabeth, who did all the typing 
and Telexing. Can anyone 
remember Telex? Phil Bapty 
from Telstra was very helpful 
during that time. Josse Greenfeld 
was the convenor of the event 
and he had a great support team.  
The late John Ashworth; Denis 
Yovich, Barbara Linday-Taylor 
and Derek Pocock; Also John 
Hansen; Hilary Yovich; Dadie 
Greefeld and Barbara Livie, (now 
deceased) a non-bridge player 
who was Yosse’s right hand 
person – after Dadie. Then there 
was Richard Grenside, one of the 
senior directors after Bill “Kojak” 
Schoder, the chief Tournament 
Director.  

An unexpected, and fantastic 
experience was that Tuck Meng 
Chin and I had the opportunity of 
playing a 14 boards practice 
against Gabriel Chagas and 
Marcelo Branco. This was 
Brazil’s anchor pair, and they 
played 45 out of the 49 rounds, 
and were also totally responsible 
for Brazil defeating the USA in 
the final. They played simple 

Acol, but did not make “simple” 
mistakes! 

If there is one thing that I am 
proud of it is that I can almost 
take all the credit for getting 
smoking banned in the bridge 
playing areas in Western 
Australia, and also being part of 
a two-person committee who 
recommended to the ABF that 
they had to stop people smoking 
in the playing area. Surprisingly 
they accepted our 
recommendations without 
question. 

Was I supposed to offer you any 
words of wisdom? Of course 
there are the old chestnuts. Be 
polite to both your opponents 
and to your partner. We all 
would like to win, and want to 
win, but there can be only one 
winner, so be gracious when you 
do. 

Do not look to get your pound of 
flesh when an error is made, so 
always call the director to make 
the fair, and correct, ruling. 

Never feel that your opponent is 
a poorer player than you are. The 
moment you start disrespecting 
other player’s bridge ability you 
should give up the game. 
Remember that we were all 
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beginners once, and still make 
our own mistakes. 

Follow the rules and do not think 
that you are smarter. If you have 
put in the hard work you find 
that you will be a winner. It is 
said that bridge is not a game of 
luck. That is true, and you need 
to play well, but to win any 
Match Point or Swiss event you 
need to have a modicum of luck –
all the good cards, or opponent 
error! Do not let anyone tell you 
otherwise. Teams Bridge is 
another matter. That is the pure 
game.  

Someone asked me what I would 
have done if I did not play 
bridge? I do not know, but 

cannot imagine what my life 
would have been without it. At 
the moment my memory is not 
the greatest, and I often forget 
what I had for breakfast! 
However, after a bridge session I 
will be able to tell you all the pips 
from any deal of interest. So 
Bridge has been a huge part of 
my life, and my only regrets have 
been making stupid mistakes, 
and being nasty to partners. In 
the end all that is unimportant as 
bridge is really a different way of 
connecting with other people. 
Can I tell you who my favourite 
partners have been? Possibly 
not, but I will leave a list in my 
will! Tony Menezes, a gentleman 
for all seasons, was the first.⚫ 

 

A r o u n d  t h e  C l u b  

U B C  M a n a g e m e n t  
C o m m i t t e e  L u n c h e o n  

B y  S h a r o n  D y b a l l  

Thanks to our host for this year's 
lunch, Debbie, for welcoming us 
into her home with a pretty pink 
cocktail upon arrival (it had 
vodka in it). Delicious! Santa had 
visited Debbie's House and left a 
sack of tasty presents for her 

team of Diligent Elves, who have 
been busy all year in Santa's 
Workshop. We were then 
treated to a smorgasboard of 
culinary delights and desserts. 

Once fed, the games began. 
Debbie again hosted a party 
favourite, Celebrity Heads. Some 
of us fired off questions, delving 
into the background of our 
celebrity and guessing correctly 
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in under the assigned time. 
Others found the task a little 
more challenging, some knew 
the celebrity but couldn't think 
of their real name, others just 
hadn't heard of the person at all! 

 

Sharon then introduced her 
newly created game of naming 
the song title and artist of the 
music that she played, then to 
earn bonus points, the 
contestants had to guess which 
Committee Member was linked 
to the name eg. My Way, Frank 
Sinatra, Richard Grenside! The 
clear winner was Rupert, 
congratulations on knowing 
your song titles, artists and 
listening for key words/themes 
that Sharon was implying.  A 
popular choice for No Milk 
Today by Herman's Hermits was 
Alan Tolley. Thanks for 
continuing to buy the milk for 

our thirsty, caffeine driven 
members Alan. 

 

We then separated into gender 
groups and strove to answer 
questions from one of Alan's 
inaugural quizzes, with some 
degree of accuracy. Extra points 
were awarded by the markers, 
for creative answers or answers 
that we had thought of, but 
wrote down a different response 
The boys group claimed to have 
scored 25 points, but the girls 
edged them out with a score of 
26 As there was only about 15-
20 points possible, it became 
clear that no-one was telling the 
truth, so it must have been a 
draw. 

Late into the afternoon, when 
some of us had sobered up 
enough to drive home, the party 
drew to a happy conclusion, with 
the sharing of leftovers to take 
home for our spouses. 
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A merry time was had by all and 
we hope that you all enjoy 
similarly jolly gatherings with 
family and friends during the 
festive season. 

Wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

 

 

Joan Schneider  celebrating a 
milestone birthday at Carine 
Glades Tavern with Bridge Girls. 

 

Bridge Girls out celebrating 
Maria  Pirajno  Milestone 
Birthday of at il Lido in Cottesloe. 

B i l l i e  S k i n n e r  9 0 t h  
B i r t h d a y   

B y  J e n n y  S k i n n e r  

 

Well I can’t believe its been just a 
little over a year ago that I I 
wrote an article about Don’s 
90th Birthday. Like most of us, I 
feel time is passing by very 
quickly. 

As it was such a wonderful 
getaway retreat in Yallingup 
Siding last year and it could 
accommodate our ever-
expanding brood, we decided to 
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do it again this year. With the 
lovely addition of another 
grandchild, we had grown to 23. 
This was now 8 great great 
grandchildren for Don and Billie, 
a fantastic achievement. 

Trying to book into a restaurant 
for a birthday lunch was an 
impossible task, so it was 
decided to have a local catering 
firm supply the lovely feast. Due 
to staff shortages throughout the 
area the company supplied the 
food and we then served it 
ourselves. This worked well and 
we had plenty of leftovers for 
picking at later. 

We had a brilliant time away 
with the young ones having a ball 
with water balloons and toasting 
marshmallows on the little fire 
pit. Us oldies managed to sample 
some local wines when the 
children were tucked up in bed.  

One of the highlights of the trip 
was we took Don out of care for 
the few days and he thoroughly 
enjoyed the break away 

Billie had a wonderful birthday 
celebration surrounded by all 
her precious family. 

 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  L i z  
G r a y  a n d  S a r a  P o t t e r  

B y  J o a n n a  T e n n y s o n  

 

After an enjoyable weekend in 
their first congress in Kalgoorlie 
Liz and Sara decided to enter the 
Golden West Congress in 
Mandurah.  

They only realised it was a gold 
point congress a few days before 
and panicked, thinking they 
weren’t good enough to play in 
the event. Chris Jenkins managed 
to reassure them and convinced 
them not to withdraw and they 
decided they would treat the 
weekend as a social weekend 
away and just enjoy the 
experience. 

To their amazement and the 
delight of all the other 
Undercroft competitors they 
won four matches out of the nine 
matches played and earned 
themselves 1.92 gold points 
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each. This is a fantastic result 
especially when you consider 
that most of the pairs playing in 
the event have been competing 
for years and 21 of the 80 pairs 

earned less gold points than Liz 
and Sara. 

Congratulations Liz and Sara you 
are absolute trail blazers. 

 

Happy New Year 
 
As each year comes to a close 
I think of  years that past . 
I  wonder how many more I'l l  have  
Before I  have my last .  
 

I think about the things I've done  
And the people that I've met.  
I  think about the places I've been  
And those I've not seen yet.  
 

I might have had a different life;  
Become rich or gained great fame;  
But even given another chance;  
I  would probably choose the same.  
 

No need to think about such things.  
When we're put to the test  
We make our choices  based on needs  
And hope they are the best .  
 

There's no such thing as a perfect life.  
There will  always be regret,  
But try to make this coming year  
Your very best one yet.  
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R E S U L T S  

 

G w e n  J o h n s o n  T e a m s  J o h n  B e y f u s  P a i r s  

  
1st Noriko Sakashita, Stella Steer, 
Cassie Morin, Gwyneira Brahma 
(James Steer and Dave Munro) 

1st Gwyneira Brahma and Deana 
Wilson 

  
2nd Chris Jenkins, Tuya Cooke, 
Lilia Male and Jenny Skinner 

2nd Peter McCann and Trevor 
Burr 

  
3rd Jane Adams, Peter McCann. 
Richard Grenside and Sue 
Grenside 

3rd Nerilyn Mack and Robin 
Rose 
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O p e n  S w i s s  P a i r s  

  

1st Rez Karim and Hasan Hazra 
Best Undercroft 
Stella Steer (and Gwyneira 
Brahma) 

  

2nd Nigel Dutton and Marie-
France Merven 

Best Underdroft (under 300mp) 
Anneta Doktorovich and 
Lorraine Rea 

  
3rd David Mathews (and Chris 
Ingham) 

Best Undercroft (under 100mp) 
Bernie Plath and David Saunders 
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7 0 %  

Glennis McDonald Barbara Gregory 80.0% 

Anu Shah Nilesh Shah 75.0% 

Soussan Abouzari Peter Wilson 72.9% 

Satish Bedekar Joe Peci 72.2% 

Beata Bieganski Jane Adams 71.5% 

Louise Collins Terry Collins 71.1% 

Chris Bagley John Beddow 70.9% 

Satish Bedekar Mike Mahon 70.8% 

Beata Bieganski Peter McCann 70.4% 

Beth Jancec Debbie Mahony 70.0% 

Lorraine Poynton Nancy McDonald 70.0% 

T o p  1 0  M o s t  I m p r o v e d  P l a y e r s  f o r  2 0 2 1  

Lilia Male  Bronze National 

Christine Bacon Bronze National 

Rick Morris Bronze State 

Harry Crosby Bronze State 

Tomoko Nakamatsu National 

Alfred Leung Bronze National 

Lyn McLain State 

David Chatman  Silver Local 

Gwyneira Brahma Gold Life 

Jane Adams State 
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T e n  B a s i c  R u l e s  o f  B r i d g e  E t i q u e t t e  

Source: Ten Basic Rules of Etiquette | (sydneybridgecentre.com) 

1. Be nice, smile… No matter how good or poor you play bridge, you 
are an Ambassador for the game. You can drive people away or you 
can make them love it … We need people. 

2. Don’t Gloat… Don’t compliment yourselves on a bid or the play of 
the hand until the opponents leave the table. Also, don’t thank an 
opponent for a good board or a trick you shouldn’t get…This makes 
people feel bad and makes you look like a jerk. 

3. Don’t give lessons to anyone at the table…If your opponent 
or partner wants to know what they did wrong or how to better play 
or bid a hand they will ask. 

4. Don’t tell opponents or winners how lucky they are … Don’t 
undermine their successes. You only make yourself look like a poor 
loser and a poor sport… Be gracious. 

5. Learn not to get offended when a director is called on you . 
This is part of the game. The director is there to protect everyone 
and especially the integrity of the game. 

6. Keep your voice even and the gestures consistent  when 
bidding or playing the hands. Don’t snap your cards or make any 
unusual movements to get your point across…Be ethical. 

7. When on lead against a contract, LEAD and then write down the 
contract on your scorecard… Same thing for dummy, lay your hand 
down and then write down the contract. 

8. Don’t discuss the hands until  the round is over … This takes 
time like #7 and it is rude. 

9. Help the director…His/Her job is tough enough without you adding 
to their problems. 

10. Don’t make decisions that the director should be making, even if you 
know the rule.
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U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  2 0 2 2  

Jan Sat New Year Pairs 1 of 3 8th  12.30pm 

Mon Syd Noakes Trophy 1 of 3 31st  7.00pm 

Feb Sun Jim & Irene Sanderson Swiss Pairs 27th  9.30am 

Mar Fri Allan Doig Pairs 1 of 3 11th  12.30pm 

Wed Restricted Butler 1 of 3 16th  12.30pm 

Tue Undercroft AGM  22nd  4.00pm 

GNOT 1 of 5 22nd  7.00pm 

Apr Fri Allan Doig Pairs 1 of 3  1st  12.30pm 

Sun Tony Martin Masters & Teams of 3 10th  9.30am 

Fri Under State Masters 22nd  12.30pm 

Sat Mid-year Congress 30th  9.30am 

B r i d g e  T i p s  

The 1NT Response After a Suit Overcall .  

Can we make a 1NT response after the opponents have overcalled with 
a suit? 

Yes, the 1NT response may be used after an overcall and still shows a 
weak hand, but the requirement does change a little. It is slightly 
different from the 1NT 'dustbin' bid when there is no overcall. 

1. The hand MUST have a stopper in the overcaller's suit. 

2. The point range should be about 7 - 10 rather than 6 - 9. 

Why 7-10? Without the overcall, we must bid with any 6-point hand in 
case partner has maximum points (19 or good 18) and we might miss 
game if we didn't respond. After an overcall partner will still get the 
chance to bid again if strong even if we pass, so we now can pass with 
the poor 6-7 point hands.  
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Contributors are Always Welcome 

Please feel free to forward material or suggest topics you 
like to read about to Beata Bieganski 

b.bieganski@hotmail.com or Suggestion (Red) Box 

Committee Contact Numbers  

Connie Coltrona 

(President) 
0417 184 640 Committee Members  

Alan Tolley 

(Vice-President) 
0416 089 256 

Sharon Dyball 0419 848 002 

Richard Grenside 0407 416 174 

Rupert Dodd 

(Treasurer) 
0407 985625 

Margaret Greville 0422 476 221 

Chris Jenkins 0424 453 726 

Debbie James 

(Secretary) 
0400 420 339 

David Pitts 9241 1179 

Bernie Plath 0417 013 292 

Katrina Will 0422 814 766 

Stella Bush (Masterpoint Secretary) 0414 480 556 

Nesha Shah (Office Manager) 0433 965 088 

De'arn Alexander (Membership Secretary) 0422 868 121 

 

Undercroft Bridge Club 
Percy Doyle Reserve 

20 Ron Chamberlain Drive, Duncraig 

Postal Address: PO Box 41, Duncraig East 6023 

Telephone: 0434 535 439 (Clubrooms) 

Email: ubcinc@westnet.com.au 


